€ Ht Tfogg #f o e3fal

oy feg I T 0w goN 93 gEee sl
Clfs

= gIHHT
AHEUS AUSfaa/&t fest

whwtm s e Khalsa Samachar W e

BHAI VIR SINGH IN 1899 A.D. gt uggr 5/-

S oe

WI 43 ST 39  Qt-:8 SISdT 109, 9-93 AT WH9  IEIADT AHI YU
A&ET §€T O Wo/-, feSH Woo/- w3 FEle HEdfu ©F Woo/-,  feeH Wooo/-
Issue 13  Volume 31, 18-24 February 2021
Yearly Subscription India 250/-,  Abroad 2500/- and Life Membership India 2500/-, Abroad 25000/-

SIS ATfag € 2H3 3 UTH I J9H3

Hé@laoa@'&mﬁ@ﬁﬁaﬂﬁr
Hy Bfenr, fm @3 Un U3t 3 fox
U3d ©F Hf fAR © & HJlT I€ H o Jof
A, fAr % J9 widat Hieh 3 fersdit
UTfant € wightd § 3 It As, fm &
20-25 Ie'g THY s 19t © ueg feg @<
JJ Ao, BF IB 1 IA<A 93 feaz3T &
UTH SISt B3t B Aoy 99 | BF €8 AeT
Ifenr fem yarg I
1. Ugs® 3% Bt mdleh & nisHr v B
IfsETE I, AAZ € 13, I€ of 13, U9 o =
Y33 13 USH feg yfeg 13 I 1 ug S =r
8ol a1% uwg 3 88T T AY3 aHS 3 UT 5%
Y= f3urare F fefanr IH Bt Agdt JIet
J fa Bat &t U 397 wige™™ JF, A A B
WaaT Jet fx At gt feg /8 i W3 3, A9 &1 wige™@ Aftnr 7=, 89 foa 14 93 AW 452
JIeTInt, TIHATS, niEfant, EIHT feg uts  wgE3 5 »i® 1921 § J<, 3 293 § T AL ©F I< |
a3 7, fragt € 391 fod fos feq @3 u? 3 Adlet  fon fes 99 fHy &9 fegrg ¥ I 3 Ao fes graurel
T Us §63T T6 Tfent @ IHT feg yaw d9 | fea 3F
q et ¥ Y& feg 3T © 7Y, Uit 3 &3 I3 99 |
2. Har3 <8 Gt € WreEgrg-reE® "Hdtet g B
O I Wredd IWH JUE UTSH € fES9TAS @99 J, 3
O 3 feg a3 <t a3t & 53t & wide Jus TH3 3
O gt ugH fug HiF €37, fer g & niHg Jue A3
0 The Nankana Sahib Massacre et & gredi<t uE ©f 83 %’ vy &=t g 3999
O
O

%
&
g
E}
g
;

The Nankana Tragedy and its Aftermath uH ﬁ'gﬂ' J fa o7 gt Hog adle 99 gaur < f¥r
YEd-H'g 12 T ydy froHSt qrgg=Tar et o |
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SodTE ATfay Hdler 78 ©
HYt 3Tet ®2HE fAw arderst

Y W = B3 fef3aH maest € HaRHT 3
T © A g¢ & 919 &ad ©< # & &ien™ BF &
gfe € g ATIaaT w3 gyt & STATST gagraht
AT mUE &g &% A 31 gageit St fer SHt
UduTr feg 7e Al AT GeareEr Afdg @ fefsam
cd®e gt 3t fefzom o Jy fog st ®are fRw
AEe9 f£ Ha™® FUAMS =0 8399 I5 | STt ®aHT
fur =7 78K 31 »aTAs 1885 &1, § fils urdemdt, fagr
IS © fox BW iy ware feg dfewnrm niu ©
Uzt IrEt Hog fAW w3 HST 99 &9 A AG | »iy
T fuzr f voowr &fsos fifw & gomdt 9 feu
frurdt As | wigmet & AHt UF 3 R uses & 33
3 Ufor g% feg Sgdi® o9 s iy At © fus™ &
&8 FHeedt 5% dadt ISt A © e®Agy Baat &
AS-HI3 I BUd3 O 399 33, U9es! fed 6 HIg
T & 88 wBfont A9 w3 ga@e 3 ufos
iy ¥ fU3T & g9 wa gefent| fen 397 € JaHf3
HignmeT @ ufgerg feg miy ©f y=fom Jet|
I3y ARargt feg fegds ATar »iy @ nigds
IHG-gedl €% UdH @d S3J5 | 3

Y & A3
nidre AW fogH® & JaHdt @ A fHfam | faar
AT I 3 sous feg miy & €58 Ay § Hifonr 3
A<l o 2fosie '3 U9 udfent® qrEST © nigtfant
feg dg-nmfer aist fewd feg miny & figs Udt
935 I W AIGT ©F Hifdgd HfenT AT AT g3
Ja 399 64 © I gU fAW <F AU St ffeg
T FF M T mide-a9d AUs dfenr| fenrg 3
HIFN & gl gmiE vy & W Y39 & T3 el
Y3 Tfggid © & I9s IS »is Hdlfentt &F g3
22 89 feg It ufgeg § AEET fegsm @ fomr 3
fer 3 gme »iy T w3 niwe fast Her It faari
g & nius Hies feg sa, wfsnr, 8 3 qug
St wdte wife © It de wuse Y3 fan g &
IBAG B Y3 &I IfEnT| HIr 7 <7 »y U™H
g§3t-993 Ut 7t 89 < uod ni9g 3y & {3t
fer 3 e wiy yIs 39 '3 Jea Ae T fus feu
833 Uz 3 feg miy & aT g ugx adt S
i B AIYASt 6 ANTH & UISTES nidg3t oF
S UBAT FSIE MTEIH” et fapm | g & fiy
EA3J TBSIH FIEN | Higt TH I g T Yol
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AT 78 © Wt sTet merE fRw ardet saorer ATfod
FEt g% uBE 3 Ufgs nigeH 9T 381 (e awfus 3AE)

A 3 87 3 IiT &3 HaHS &0 & »d T HE &
FIT & I 3T fAF AT miy & TF ©F vt vi3
J9enfot © gu9 & HYy Jufontt wus filE
TSe fed 1-3 »iggey, 1920 €. § IHE 7&AT
37| for A% feg ggentfant 3 Irgq HI3T Enit
J933" T UITEH JIA HAS HIIHS WAS HIe!
fonfiat ot geenrar 7 seae AT T HIS
fdgerg T afet 3 wif3nmarat A fag St st
F933T 3’ A3 HIT UIHS HY | &<¥9 1920 . feg
&S Aoy e YISHTHT & HE feg iy & g37
g9t dles ArfenT 3 gaenfont § W3t € Jaw
T e JITT8T BET IUEl &% Y& YId oi3T
3 AwIn &t fHut © 78 Ifed J96 HY a9 ©3|
iy 2 nigretet 36 st feg Aoz sHde de &t 3
JIENTIT HUG BfJT & I=T €F BT

20 23=dT 1921 €. 3 feq #ar e BaHeE Hy
TSTHIE o nileEl J6 SodE ATfag Udfant|
JITTT Ao¥ Ude J A8 & JJ o Igd MITH
A= JgenrTT Afgg © HI3 &JE ©H § A8 T
VIATHS I79 U3T %I 3T 8F & JJIAT &% <5t 382
T BJ T OIS I¢ J9 e I HIZ T FEHHT &
23 83 75 '3 J@ht g8at B 9 fEshert
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HIET Ao sodrEr AT

<« gt S fitw

1.
Jrg 33t & Ifad aur fonr
Aot gfgmt & s ur f&nr
& ZgHE! Haat Higet
83 Wg 9J BJ AT

2.

AU Hg I daae

I ¥ 1 fAex a7 gae
gE it & 93 G@ae
& ZgHE! Haat Higet
83 W3 a3 BJ A

3.

et 35 3U Wimrg =T

HI AITT »id Hf &7 GoTaeT
&t ZgHE! Haat Hiaet
83 W3 a3 BJ A

4,

T & 95 HI Ay HE Q0 @t
& ZgHE! Haat Higet
83 W da<t BJ A9
5.

Hed gdd € Jfad aHiee
unft wied St dea Hateer
g A9 & fUs fedieer
& TgHE! Hagt Haet
83 W39 99 BJ A9 <

6.

feq UtHG" B3t 3829 92
g 34t 919es 3Ud 2
BH &dH T »id gied de
T Tgret gagt Higdt
83 W9 99 &J A9 <

7.

=2 659 3 U foeiger
IS M & IF IH I
J1Et =gHE! Haat Higet
83 W9 99 &J A9 <t

8.

unft 3% e 43 3ugEr
‘g3t 7et < g9 g ule
A9 Jrer gt Igt wler
CIF NECI Sil: CEUMI )
€3 W9 39 BJ A'F <

9.

T & gt fagt & urfen Ht
T © I3 fagt & wifem H
Gt Tfzmt & undt wfgnr Hf
JIEt TgHE! Haat Higet
63 W9 39 BJ AF

10.

&g G3fonm Ht 73 a¢° gret
it T It G G e
HJ 36 dder H'd HfemT &t
Tt gret gagt Higet
63 W9 99 BJ A'F

11.

3% g4 <f »vin & g5t ofe ofe
I8 99 © HS o gt e afe
fd Has 3 919 faf ®8d @0 @9
Jgt ZgAdt gagt Higdt
€3 W9 I3 B3I AT <l
12.

g 919 T UTSHT 29 Arel
e iyt 3 Ireat afad wret
I feg i 9 9t yer et
Tt gret gaat Higdt
63 W9 99 BJ A'F =
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13.
AEE3 aT & UTBAT wid 84
g feg »ror fUg ot 3a
&d BT Uzt &% AR
Tt gret gagt Higdt

63 W9 39 BJ AT =

14.

g U3gt & wiaT Her | ot
293 feg ¥93 99 da1 X ot
T We I 7 71 H I,
Tt gret gagt Higet

63 W9 99 BJ AT =

15.
ECRICCURICICREIE ISESTic)
Ifad 3% & Ifad aHfeE Gfe
3" ¥B2 <f I oA b 6fF
T gret gagt Higdt

63 W9 99 BJ A'I =

16.

St uge WI fag v udt
T g8 I F g HE At
fiT we3 fe3t, Hiaft B3 ao<t?
T 2gret gaat Higdt

63 W9 99 BJ A'F =

17.

BJ 3 A3 YU 919 918! € A
UH ¥ € 979 © 39 TJ AS
THI U3 38T AT &1 U4 & I&
JE TgHE! Haat Higet

€3 U9 I3 BJ A9 <

18.

H'd HI udt BF BEt B
et id3hit fie & =t 34
WS UaH o oY feuret & |
&l TgHE! Haat Higet

€3 U9 I3 BJ A9 <

19.

fiT UgH U'3d T TH IIe A
W3t o5 3fge g9 eH I’ °
3T e T3NSI A
J18l =gt Badt Higdl

€3 U9 I3 BJ A9 <
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SoTET ATaY feu AW gt Agre3t

a—omfr Afog 99 & [

¥ it ¥ ASH-WAES |
ufarss @ & (Fyua) e |,
AT J1 Uwaer A<t few fem
IRy & 3%<ST gt 3fe At Ife
3fe o 3IWmeST faor A A
e 99 &od ¥ A € Y39 g
UMt @A (1497-1555) AT U39
gTgT UIH ©7H (1523-1618) & o7
 Jor fagr AT A 99 e
v #t ¥ Uzt T o Hig3T %
At smie feg &R FoH-nrEs
& BEIATET I AT BT fmrT |

WWWWWWFWWWWI |

HOe™ ‘IJgend AeH-wAEs’ & @At Hogmr
IJA3 AW (1780-1839) ¥ IHA® feg I3t daret|
I, HaTafnft, AgeTat mi3 fiegt & S8t mtst
3 AT JIENTd © &TH HATEMNIT |

et g THW 3187 & Areargt MisAY C“HTHIES
IS ASH-MAETS UTH IfdE BT ATd HI'® I8,
JITH &% M IATd TAF AHIS »iS & IAd »io
A o< JUT ©f Aad J, I91g S a9 ASaT YT
o nHes T17 7eH wiAEs 3 g¢ ferm gt 99 <t
I3 (fongr Arfaw, g Aoy, U2t Aoe, 9%
e, & 7 7rfag) 76 |

EEUCL B(ZW (Law of Possession) T W3 §& HJ3
&IT TH ASH-NAES ©f BUdSs AHtat 3 Adiar =7
H&S g g7 BRer HIsfardt, gistarger A1 B8R
HASH MAETS T UfE393T miz Hignter & f8d Zar fidzr
3 BAS miElHs Haat 3 faarferm wat & windt &
i3 g €371 AT U®3 difsn & Haurs fersdmt
T A3 SA A3 | fewfsﬂzaﬁw%?fm“rmﬂ?rﬁ
CESIRIECIRSIREI N

maZIEd 1920 . éwﬁemﬁi—a’ﬁfsaeﬁ@ﬁ
Frrfent famrm w3 59T TR o HISaTE 3 UGS &
H3T UTH 3T famrr | m%wa@ﬂ%g?ﬁqw
T &S Foadt & Jaeiant § HISTuAIht &
g7 3 e JI8E o wifge 9 oo T miz
87 =399 Adg, MH3AT W3 »id® U3 & HI3Y
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UAdT © J8d 3 HAS odeT 9J I& | fAn@de &
JIeT 9 Sf ¥ & I wiwE JIeT o I WIS
3JT TH & feqt agfmtt § Fufentt o=t uoTs, 393
m%ammau%% fewe?ﬁm?mo%aa“raﬁm
@mwyﬁmm faudt afiasa < Hee
& ¥ BET GRS AT IRy o #sdt e fa g
I3 fAW I€F (U39 g9 g AW g<t) &% de-3U
T BET | GHET JGenTIT YSUS SHET & HIZ 59 ©°H
Tt f3nrdntt »3 ged3 & Areardt Al et
& H. J939 fAw S99 w3 I8t ®eHe AW argerst
%W%%&Eﬁ&ﬁﬂﬂéaﬁh 939 iy S99
SHT & vert & Hafonlt 3 famrm U3 3et BaHe
W%waﬁwwwm@ﬂ?W(m
150 HE9) e 20 gI<dr 1921 & udg famr)
fAe” It 78T q9entd wied <30 fEr € dic g€ a9
&3 a2 fag HIs @ dfsni & ofemrdt o 78 €3
THET A3 ﬁa%wmwg%%w@zﬁw
W3 Wu-HE J JT A, B5f & g go & fex & 3
fesler a9d »id1 & I A fa3T| et seHE fRw &
MWH@&H@WW|WWU%W€
UJYE 3 83 3 156 TIHMTS M Adlet Ut 9ol
AS | HEJH HIJ 1% T »idl IfaT & Jiet | €9 €98
SAT 3 i 78 UJY I | 22 gI<dt g UFE ©
Jed6d MBIIS Ha®AIG, HISHT Iiidl, Has s 3
HIHT ni&, gmie feg (3 H99) AT Afdedr fRw »i3
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yfHA gigt ey fiw & Adtef § »ust 79U © €8
3T A3 | HIJ © IHAGT & gAST &% Jraentd gt
Tt BHET I9eIT YySud SHST & BU fe3nit|

SEATET ATT Jaen™dT vied © JI3&TH & iy
ngmit T 9 ferfsas fenm RHEh g
YU IS W3 BHET i T% T gt vi3 Jarat
FIast & fer fogeeed gul3 € g=ege = niue
a3t '3 ay Ifunr aBTa Bgt & HY nia® 343
(iT3AT) T AoHY J & HISHET IfT F IrgenisT AU
96 T YT feor Ifenr /1 Bt & fem yz & Yy
v gz feg 3fa a fasfenr| 89 & &dt A& fa 3ot
BEHE THw »z 8af © 78 & wianiar Jeege ©
gege < fen 3@ & fHor agd Hisn 8g' © fAas
3 fREx & Ig »IIAs €< »i3 3d 391 907Ed ©F HIe3
o e 3 niE® Itunm | Ba fer a9z forfsas foo
393 J J foa® mi3 8xF & a9 & 99T € HIY (1922)
eJ6 YfBH Enft 3191 €7 Hig B3HET Ifa & udt, 99
&t g | FI9A € BFI YBH IHET § ¥ o He
J I A nfe. wEfebw & T § T fimr
J9 & ¥ © Hoo &8 I9 I €I HAtg g 93 foar
T 73 T Y HI9 (1923-25) feg & nierst afamt &
ARHET IfT & UfSH Thif JidiT &% et eS|
et Aftmft feg dtdht & & maest a3t fegl
HJIE3T & JIenaT AU Sfdd & dud 936 98 Hee
I3t IdenTaT aeareT Aoy fer fHwt St moest
el AEl € TRt © de-de qeer8e e marest
o foggeeea oe feeBer J1 Ac & iy gguHt @
fef3g & v &I I 3' 8T sade St moest &F
3T HIJHR J9e I8 |

SodE AfaY & ISHTH & Budas HiZHET
Af3Wd © AHGI39 u3g fegaudr § I HIHIS
3T wi9Es g9 Bfag § AeH fE3T1 fer ®fog
Y®3Udt, HACT T&iy AW, HAeT H3T flw i3
gy A3 fHY A& fer a3en0mH & fegh migt &
wele feer fiasr fa e 3 M festl AgarayAst »i3
VIEHs AS® &J1 J AdET| 9997 & AY-AHS o O59
Jefest T YyIg 96 T YdaH SFtfamr| faBfx
J99 nidsinit feg Argsr Afest ©F Soare At for wet
&g virgl &K Enft g37g JeTfEst feg ugud Ae | BT
NS W & HIGH®S JH T HTET 3HeT JI° As |
TIGGt HI3T 3 YA © %gd Tt »i3 9993t
3 Bat T fegfont & Hags aisT fa g difde fiw ©
T “Y TI A IH JIB3 TI JHARS, IBH WA
gITS IAHHIT ER3” & K feg fonifer Ae | fegt &
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AII-YAST, SHTS W3 HFaT & mirdT AT Sifent
fg 78U, eng T fewa feg fegt &t =foms <
T 1921-22 T A% T SSIAIT 3 UfGHA © SHee
IAd o o7 AR @&dt 3 A3 © 39 3 oHe
& BT gt '3 ®ed, Bt it moest & ity
59 IfEst § N T AdOH & YR g&r fo3r
W3 Jredt gt T gfenrgge AwIH § <3 |3
[JoA3™® ARfBAC Jugslas wirdHt »iz fadst fars
®fJd T Ygd B I°J A'E o137

“Ffeddes, et A9 fiw foem-nmeETs, wifiEAg

® 7 /
0‘0 0‘0 0‘0 0

clrudp

oS ATfgg ¥ TUIS 3 YR 9T JOH3...

AHT Aue! Sast € 2 fUg vt ust 31 ®=He fiw
Adte ©F AHT fea gest feg §a0 USt 31 83 A9
U g 3137 fRw 3 By T I 7T e fifwshort
3 AWt T 937 9 &< funr 31 Hag=T u3dr fRw ©
T do 997 Tdt 3 uJ A9® I3 3 fox AT ¥ fars
Ugt I - fer 337 Ehorf IAST 951 BH BT 908 3 A
gt g% Ae 51 7 iy fesam feg »ia feo uost
IgtEr 99 fx \dte dat 39fant® AHTr 3 o fas
A9T UEd 3 foud %d1 3 He A 87 37 J7 |

ot gs3t feg O @ mdte § da fiwt St
fersInit, Het 3 Sfonf @ ussr 3 gfoni of feew
YUt U8 miud fid &< 3 83 goa f8d a9 a3
e for fast IH »iud yug, A9 UWT © @97 3
nifgst &t I ASST |

R/ R/ ®, ®,
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Joit a1 I8 Tt § W5 © T9U3 3% g o
e T 3w U & A3 fo3T fomr | AEeg seHT fRw
USHT-UedT UI3T 3 Hifanm | AEeTg # 37&7 Hafent
Hy efggg-<foarg 99T 991 feg gevm Bf &
g9 & fex #15 Jo & IT fiig 857 & mEwg § et =
3% UT 0idT & o AT fE3T| nidl width fanrex A fx
AR 7% 15 < AT B famrr ) 130 3 20 i,
fRuzhnt 3 SS9t & aearer Ao © for A 9
AH-T-HIe3 UF & fdt & wue s &% fHimr
AR T SBAgY J9enIT FUT Bfog & fAed 3 AF

T IS g% THien Ifegst &€ ®TAET Haoes § wiAT
fe3ny3t niger feg 99 97 O'e a9 I

- IR fRw sTshr &t uAsa JdteEt fies '3 »murfas|
ysd-fHaws: Auos fifw

YTSHT AHTETY, &< fo@! 18-24 €d=dt 2021

(UT®HT AH™TY, 3 H'9d, 1921)




The Nankana Sahib Massacre

¢ Ruchi Ram Sahni

ven before the tragedy at Tarn Taran, the
S.G.P.C. were contemplating to bring Gurdwara
at Nankana Sahib under their own control. This
historical shrine was then in the possession and under
the management of Mahant Narain Das who had made
himself particularly notorious for corruption and vice.

As early as the 23rd of January, 1921, and again
on the 6th February, meetings of the S.G.P.C. were
held at which resolutions were passed announcing
a big Diwan to be held at Nankana Sahib on the 4th,
5th and 6th March, 1921. Copies of these resolutions
were sent to the Punjab Government and the rulers of
Sikh States as well as to the press. In this open letter,
a clear mention was made of the corruptions and vices
carried on by the Mahant of Nankana Sahib in the
sacred Gurdwara; the Sikhs were asked to foregather
at the shrine on the appointed days in order to devise
ways and means to put an end to the corruption in the
Nankana Sahib Gurdwara. The Sikhs were also directed
to observe complete non-violence on the occasion in
spite of provocations. It is believed the S.G.P.C. had
come to know that the Mahant had provided himself
with weapons to be used in case the necessity arose.

On its own part, the Shiromani Committee had,
as already mentioned, cautioned the government,
the states and the public at large so that, if possible,
a settlement might be arrived at between the Mahant
and the S.G.P.C. It was understood that in case no such
peaceful settlement was brought about by the beginning
of March, the Panth would meet on the 4th, 5th, 6th of
March, 1921, to chalk out a plan for carrying out the
necessary reforms in the management of the Nankana
Sahib Gurdwaras.

The S.G.P.C. had arranged to hold a Diwan at a place
a few miles from Nankana Sahib, on the 20th of February,
1921. Bhai Lachhman Singh, of Dharowali Chak No. 33,
the Jathedar of this Diwan, started from Chuharkana with
his Jatha early in the morning of 20th February, 1921, to
make necessary arrangements for the big Diwan that was
to be held on the 4th, 5th and 6th of March.

Coming to know of this, Mahant Narain Das
suspected that Bhai Lachhman Singh was coming
to Nankana Sahib with a large body of Sikhs to take
possession of the Janamsthan Gurdwara. He therefore
hastened his preparations so as to be ready to meet the
“aggressors” on the 20th February. Now as Nankana
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Sahib lay on the way of Bhai Lachhman Singh and
his party, he at the time of starting from Chuharkana,
suggested to his companions that they should pay
homage to the holy Gurdwara at Nankana Sahib that
day. He was informed by other Sikhs that the Mahant
had collected a large number of gundas and badmashes
in the Gurdwara and it would be better to pay their
homage to the sacred shrine from a distance.

But Bhai Lachhman Singh declared that he was
determined to visit the Gurdwara, whatever calamity
might befall him, and that it depended upon the sweet
will of his companions whether they would accompany
him or not. Upon this the whole party consented to visit
the Gurdwara (see the court proceedings in the criminal
case against Mahant Narain Das).

Reaching Nankana Sahib the Jatha had a bath in the
sacred Tank of Gurdwara Bal Lila and paid their homage
to this Gurdwara. The Mahant of the Bal Lila Gurdwara
asked the Jatha if they had come to take charge of the
Gurdwara. The Mahant willingly offered to give up the
Gurdwara to the Akalis if they so desired. But he was
told that they had no intention of taking possession of
the Gurdwara, and that they had come only to pay their
homage at the sacred place.

Leaving the Bal Lila Gurdwara, Lachhman Singh’s
Jatha went to the Janamsthan Gurdwara (the main
Gurdwara at Nankana Sahib). Like other ordinary
pilgrims, they sat down inside the Gurdwara after paying
their homage to the Guru Granth Sahib. The karinda of
the Mahant spoke to them in a very polite manner.

Up to this time the Jatha did not suspect any
mischief on the part of the Mahant or any of his men.
As usual on such occasions, the singing of Asa di var
had begun when all of a sudden, they heard the sound of
the main gate of the Gurdwara being closed. It may be
mentioned here that this door had been provided to the
gate only a few days back. The door way was covered
with thick tin-plates and, at the same time, a number
of openings had been provided to serve as loopholes.
Hearing this sound, the Akalis also noticed that the door
of the other gate was also shut. To their surprise a large
number of men, who had been sitting on the roof out of
the view of the Akalis, started firing at them. The Akalis
ran in small groups into the small rooms attached to
the Gurdwara and bolted the doors from inside.
But the cruel marksmen came down with their guns and

YTSHT AHTETG, &< fdd 18-24 €d=dt 2021



Chhavis. They bolted the rooms, in which the Sikhs had
taken shelter, from outside, and began to fire at the Sikhs
through the holes in the doors. These holes were one of
the marked objects for the crowds of visitors to see after
the foul deed had been perpetrated. A large number of
the Sikhs received wounds while others were actually
murdered. In the room in which Bhai Lachhman Singh
was acting as Granthi, as many as 150 marks of bullets
were observed by the Government officers while 44
marks were counted by them on other walls.

So far about the happenings within the four walls of
the Gurdwara. A word must now be said as to what was
going on outside. One Sardar Dalip Singh of Sargodha
was believed to have some relatives at Nankana Sahib.
He was a man of some social position, being a Rais
and Secretary of the Sargodha Khalsa School. He was
also known to Mahant Narain Das and was supposed
to have some influence with him. As he happened to be
at Chuharkana at this time, Jathedar Kartar Singh and
some other leading persons of the place asked him to
persuade Bhai Lachhman Singh not to visit Nankana
Sahib Gurdwara as Mahant Narain Das was reported
to be bent upon mischief. Further, he was told that in
the event of Bhai Lachhman Singh not listening to his
entreaties, he (Dalip Singh) should try to convince the
Mahant that Lachhman Singh had come to the Gurdwara
only for darshan and should not be molested.

On reaching Janamsthan Dalip Singh saw the
Mahant occupied with his murderous tasks. He shouted
to him to desist but received a gun shot on the forehead
and fell dead.

The Sikhs who had come with S. Dalip Singh had
stayed behind in a Sarae. The Pathan murderers hired by
the Mahant rushed to the place and did short work with
them. Thus, ended the gruesome drama with Mahant
Narain Das as its chief actor.

Bhai Lachhman Singh’s hands were cut little by little
and then he was brought before the Mahant who took
great delight in seeing his head being severed before
him. The Sikhs within the Gurdwara who could not be
killed with the bullets were murdered with axes. Some
of them were even burnt alive. It was reported that the
hired goondas murdered some Sikhs after searching
them outside the Gurdwara.

S. Karam Singh, Station-Master heard the sound of
the bullets and started for the Gurdwara. On the way
he was informed by a Nihang Singh of what had taken
place. In the meanwhile, another Sikh, Bhai Labh Singh
by name, met the Station Master and asked him to inform
the higher authorities by wire about what had happened.
Accordingly, telegrams were sent to the Governor of
the Province, to the Deputy Commissioner as well as
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to a number of other high officials and the S.G.P.C,,
informing them of what had happened at Nankana
Sahib. Mahatma Gandhi at this time was at Rawalpindi
and he also got a telegram to the same effect.

The Deputy Commissioner of Gujranwala reached
Nankana Sahib at 12.30 p.m. and saw the bodies of the
Sikhs burning with his own eyes.

In the evening the Commissioner of the Division
with a military force consisting of 100 Europeans and
100 Indian soldiers, and D.G. Police and several Sikh
Sardars reached Nankana Sahib by a special Train. The
Military was posted all-round the Gurdwara.

The Mahant had locked up the gates from within and
when he was asked to open them, he is said to have
replied that the Sikhs had murdered his Sadhus and he
was burning their dead bodies so that the Sikhs may not
take them away.

The authorities now set to work to arrest the Mahant
and his gang of Pathans who were suspected to have been
concerned with the foul deed. Mahant Narain Das who
had locked himself in a small room came out of it after
hesitating for a few minutes. He had a gun in his hand
which was taken from him by the District Magistrate,
Mr. Curie. After his arrest, two disciples (Chelas) of the
Mahant and 26 Pathans were arrested. The Gurdwara
was put under the protection of the Government.

Several Sikh leaders and Sikh Sardars from Amritsar
and other places reached Nankana Sahib by motor cars.
A large number of Sikhs tried to reach Nankana Sahib
by train but they were refused tickets for Nankana
Sahib and were informed that the trains did not stop at
the Nankana Sahib Railway Station. However, a large
number of the Sikhs reached the Janamsthan some by
getting down at the nearest Railway Station and other
by walking the whole distance from Lahore, Amritsar
and other places.

The 29 persons arrested at Nankana Sahib were at
once sent to Lahore by a special train and there confined
in the Central Jail. The Government at once started
investigation in which the District Magistrate, Mr.
Curie, the D. J. G. Police, the Superintendent of Police
and some officers of the C. I. D. of the Punjab took part.

After sometime the military and the Police were
withdrawn from the Gurdwara, its management being
handed over to the Khalsa Panth. Sardar Harbans
Singh of Atari was appointed the President and Sardar
Sunder Singh Ramgarhia the Vice-President of the first
Parbandhak Committee of the Gurdwara.

The Governor of the Punjab, Sir Edward Maclagan,
reached Nankana Sahib by a special train on the 22nd
of February, 1921, on receiving a telegram from S.
Harbans Singh. A large number of officials and men

(Continued on Page 11)
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The Nankana Tragedy and its Aftermath

% Dr. Mohinder Singh*

ankana, the birth place of Guru Nanak, occupies
the most important position among the Sikh places
of religious worship. Apart from the Gurdwara of Janam
Asthan, where the Guru was born, there are over half a
dozen other shrines commemorating different events of
the early life of the Guru. During the early decades of
the twentieth century, the Gurdwara of Janam Asthan
came to be controlled by Mahant Sadhu Ram, who was
leading an irreligious and licentious life. Mahant Narain
Das, who succeeded to the Mahantship after the death of
Sadhu Ram, followed his predecessor’s pattern of life.
The Sikhs of the area tried to curb the evil practices,
but to no effect since the Mahants had the backing of the
local British officials. These officials, being themselves
party to the excesses in the Gurdwara, were not interested
in improvements. The Mahants spent lakhs of rupees
out of the Gurdwara funds in offering rich presents to
the local officials and others on whose goodwill and
support depended their appointment and continuance
in office. In return, these officials assured them official
help in cases of emergency. It was in this milieu that
Narain Das came to occupy the gaddi of the Mahant
in Nankana. With a view to warding off the danger of
opposition from the Sikh reformers, he is said to have
promised the Sikh congregation that the conduct of the
old Mahant had gone with him on his funeral pyre and
that he would never tread in his predecessor’s footsteps.
But subsequent events indicated the shallowness of his
promises and he was not able to resist evil influences.
This state of affairs at Nankana Sahib attracted
attention of the Akali reformers. To begin with, they
adopted the usual method of holding Diwans to discuss
the deplorable conditions at Janam Asthan and other
Gurdwaras at Nankana and called upon the Mahants to
reform. One such Diwan was held at Dharowal early
in October 1920. A resolution was passed calling upon
Mahant Narain Das to improve his ways and cleanse the
administration of the temple. This resolution as well as
the news that the Golden Temple, Akal Takhat and other
Gurdwaras at Amritsar having passed into the hands ofthe
Akali reformers made the Mahant realise the impending
danger. But instead of reforming or even arriving at
a compromise with the Akalis, Narain Das began to
recruit a strong force to resist the Akali Movement. He
is also said to have had a personal interview with Mr.
C.M. King, the Commissioner of Lahore Division, who
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Manji Sahib inside Gurdwara Janam Asthan
where marks of bullets can be seen.

gave him an assurance of help in the event of an Akali
attack on his shrine. In consultation with Baba Kartar
Singh Bedi and other Mahants, Narain Das arranged a
meeting at Nankana which was attended by over sixty
Mahants. It was decided at the meeting not to recognise
the authority of the newly formed S.G.P.C. and a parallel
committee was formed with Mahant Narain Das as its
President and Mahant Basant Das as the Secretary. A
newspaper (Sant Sewak) was also started from Lahore
to carry on propaganda against the Akali Movement.
The murderous plans of the Mahant seem to have
been known to the Akali leadership who made desperate
efforts to dissuade the Jathas from going to Nankana
before the planned general assembly on 4 March 1921,
thus falling into the trap laid by the Mahant. It was with
this objective that Sardar Harchand Singh, Teja Singh
Samundri and Master Tara Singh were sent to Nankana
to stop the Jathas from proceeding to Gurdwara
Janam Asthan. These leaders reached Nankana on 19
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February 1921, and were joined by Sardar Sardul Singh
Caveeshar, Master Sunder Singh, Jaswant Singh Jhabal
and Dalip Singh. There they all decided to enforce the
carlier decision of the Akali leadership not to send the
Jathas to Nankana before the fixed date. Dalip Singh
and Jaswant Singh were sent to Khara Sauda to meet
Jathedar Kartar Singh Jhabbar and to persuade him
to abandon his plan for the forcible occupation of
Nankana. After having informed Jathedar Jhabbar,
Dalip Singh proceeded to Sunderkot to inform Bhai
Lachhman Singh not to start for Nankana as planned.
On finding that Bhai Lachhman Singh and his Jatha had
already left the place, Dalip Singh then proceeded to the
factory of Bhai Uttam Singh which was located about a
mile away from Nankana.

Bhai Lachhman Singh had started for Nankana
late in the evening of 19 February 1921 with a few
companions. On the way more people joined him. On
the morning of 20 February, the party reached a place
half a mile away from Gurdwara Janam Asthan. Here
they met a messenger of Bhai Dalip Singh and received
a message containing the S.G.P.C.’s instructions not to
proceed to Janam Asthan. Bhai Lachhman Singh agreed,
but the other members of his Jatha persuaded him that
there would be no harm if they visited the Gurdwara
and, after paying their homage, returned peacefully.
Having been thus persuaded by his companions, Bhai
Lachhman Singh proceeded to the Janam Asthan and
arrived there at the head of his Jatha at about six in the
morning. He and his Jatha thus fell into the trap cleverly
laid by Mahant Narain Das.

The Mahant seems to have acted according to a
carefully worked out plan. This is borne out by the
fact that a few days earlier he had shifted his family
and valuables to Lahore. According to an eyewitness
account, on getting the news of the arrival of the Jatha
the Mahant distributed arms and ammunition to his men
and exhorted them to action saying, ‘Sikhs are coming,
get ready’. As soon as the Jatha entered the main gate
of the Gurdwara, the Pathans posted outside, shut the
gate at the signal from the Mahant. The members of
the Jatha, who were unaware of these designs, sat down
after bowing before the holy Granth and started singing
hymns. According to the statement of Mr. H.A. Herbert,
the Public Prosecutor inthe Nankana Case, ‘Firing started
almost as soon as the Akalis entered the Gurdwara. Not
a single syllable was addressed to them; they were fired
upon without parley or question...” Immediately 25 of
the Mahant’s men went atop the roof of the verandah
and started firing at the Akalis sitting below. The rest
of the Mahant’s men and Sadhus began throwing bricks
at the Sikhs, some of whom ran to take shelter in the
side-rooms. Others who ran to the side of the sanctuary
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were shot dead there. About 25 members of the Jatha
who remained inside the Gurdwara calmly suffered
martyrdom. About 60 of the Akalis shut themselves in
another sanctuary called Chaukhandi but the Mahant’s
men broke open the doors and killed them there. Then
the side-rooms were searched and 25 Akalis found there
were put to death. According to contemporary accounts,
Mahant Narain Das was himself supervising the whole
show and urging his men ‘to spare no long-haired Sikh
in the whole vicinity’.

After wounding and Kkilling all the members of
Bhai Lachhman Singh’s party and other Jathas along
with their sympathisers, the Mahant and his men
collected and burnt most of the dead and wounded by
pouring kerosene which had already been stored for the
purpose. According to an eyewitness account, ‘In these
burnt heaps there were traces of arms, heads, legs and
other parts of bodies chopped off into small bits... and
practically the whole compound was full of blood’. The
Public Prosecutor also confirms the fact that ‘the Mahant
tried to obliterate all traces of the killed by burning the
corpses’. Lord Reading, the Viceroy of India, in his
report to the Secretary of State for India, also refers to
the Mahant’s attempt to burn all the dead bodies.

On coming to know of the tragedy, Bhai Uttam
Singh, a local factory owner, and Sardar Karam
Singh, the Station Master, tried to inform the higher
authorities in the Panjab as well as the Akali and the
national leaders. Urgent telegrams were sent to the Lt.
Governor of the Panjab, the Deputy Commissioner
of Sheikhupura, the Superintendent of Police, the
Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee and to
Mahatma Gandhi. Though Mr. J.C. Currie, the Deputy
Commissioner, arrived at Nankana at about 12.30 p.m.
he could do nothing without the assistance of the police.
Curiously enough, although there were clear indications
of a possible clash between the Mahant’s men and the
Akali reformers, the lone Sub-Inspector at the nearby
police station of Warburton was on leave on the day
of the tragedy. He and another Sub-Inspector from
Mangatwala arrived at the scene of the tragedy only
after the Deputy Commissioner had arrived. According
to the reports published in the native press, even after the
arrival of the Deputy Commissioner, the burning of the
dead and the wounded continued for about an hour and
a half. By late evening, Mr. C.M. King, Commissioner
of Lahore Division, and the D.I.G. of Police, Central
Range, also reached Nankana along with 100 British
and 100 Indian troops. Mahant Narain Das, with two
of his henchmen and 26 Pathans, was arrested and sent
to Lahore, but a large number of hooligans succeeded
in escaping. The Gurdwara Janam Asthan was placed
under military guard.
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The tragedy greatly perturbed the Sikhs in different
parts of the country who vehemently condemned the
action of the Mahant and sent messages of sympathy for
the Akali martyrs. Resolutions were passed everywhere
demanding the death penalty for the Mahant and his
associates. The native press was unanimous in its
attack on the Mahant. Even papers opposed to the
Akali leadership condemned ‘the cruel and savage
deed of the Nankana Mahant’ and sympathised with the
families of the Nankana martyrs. National leaders like
Mahatma Gandhi, Maulana Shaukat Ali, Dr. Kitchlew,
Lala Duni Chand and Lala Lajpat Rai visited the
scene of the tragedy and expressed sympathy for the
Akalis. Prominent Sikh leaders, Members of the Panjab
Legislative Council, the Sikh League, the Chief Khalsa
Diwan and other Sikh organisations reached the spot.
In a big Shahidi Diwan held at Nankana on 3 March
1921, Jathedar Kartar Singh Jhabbar, who had played
a prominent role in taking over the keys of the Janam
Asthan from the Deputy Commissioner, narrated the
incident in brief and pointed out that ‘the happening had
awakened the Sikhs from their slumber and the march
towards Swaraj had been quickened’. Maulana Shaukat
Ali, after making a reference to the days of martial
law and the horrors perpetrated by the Government,
pointed out ‘how futile it was to expect justice from
such a Government’. In the course of his speech, he also
held the Government responsible for the mischief and
rebuked the Pathans for having helped the Mahant in
this crime.

Mahatma Gandhi visited Nankana on 3 March to
express his sympathy for the Akali Sikhs. In a Shahidi
Diwan arranged on the same day, the Mahatma made
a brief speech in Hindustani in the course of which
he said that ‘the news of Nankana was so staggering
that they would not believe it without confirmation’.
Condemning the cruel deed of the Mahant and
commending the Akalis for their passive sufferings,
he described the martyrdom of the Akali reformers as
an ‘act of national bravery’. He also denounced the
foreign Government whose rule, he said, ‘was based
on devilish tricks’. Later, in a message to the Sikhs
in Lahore, while comparing the tragedy of Nankana
to a similar one in April 1919 at the Jallianwala Bagh,
Amritsar, the Mahatma said, ‘Everything I saw and
heard points to a second edition of Dyerism, more
barbarous, more calculated and more fiendish than the
Dyerism of Jallianwala.” The Mahatma also advised the
Akalis to offer non-cooperation in the matter of official
enquiry in the Nankana tragedy and consented to serve
as Chairman of the non-official Commission of Enquiry
set up by the Sikh League, provided the Sikhs adopted a
formal resolution affirming non-cooperation and agreed
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not to take recourse to the British law-courts for getting
the murderers punished.

The Nankana tragedy and the inaction of the
local officials and indirect responsibility of the local
Government made the higher authorities in Delhi and
London think that there was an urgent need to change
the earlier ‘policy of non-interference in the religious
affairs of the minority community’. The Government
of India’s criticism that ‘the difficulty was largely the
failure of the Panjab Government to deal with the
Akali Movement firmly and consistently from the
beginning’, provided the authorities in the Panjab with
the much-needed handle to initiate the new policy of (i)
weakening the growing Akali agitation with promises of
‘suitable legislation’ and (ii) suppressing the extremists
in the Akali leadership under the pretext of maintaining
law and order. It was the implementation of this new
policy which resulted in direct confrontation between
the bureaucracy, supported by the Mahants, priests and
other vested interests on the one hand and the Sikh
masses and Akali leadership backed by the Indian
National Congress and other nationalist forces in the
country on the other.

* Director, Bhai Vir Singh Sahitya Sadan, New Delhi

The Nankana Sahib Massacre

of influence accompanied His Excellency to the sacred
Gurdwara. His Excellency saw the place of massacre
very carefully and sympathetically.

Here we may also mention a touching incident that
took place at the time ofthe visit of Sir Edward Maclagan.
A very old woman came before His Excellency and
said, “My child, my four sons and a grandson have been
massacred. | request you for justice”. Uttering these
words, the old lady felt down senseless.

The Sikhs had by this time assembled in thousands.
They suspected some intrigue behind the holocaust
of the innocent and non-violent Sikhs, and some of
them openly expressed this view to the Governor.
But His Excellency kept calm and composed showing
every sympathy with the Sikhs. He assured the Sikhs
assembled there that the Government would leave no
stone unturned in chastising the murderers and giving
full relief to the Sikh community. After this Sir Edward
Maclagan returned to Lahore.

Two days after the blood curdling event, the sangat
was permitted to visit the spot when tens of thousands
of men and women, Sikhs and others, poured into
Nankana Sahib. The martyred Sikhs were cremated
all together by the half-burnt bodies being thrown into
huge iron Angitha.

- Reproduced from Struggle for Reform in Sikh Shrines
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JITNT SIS ATIY § BAZ Iad HI3 ades
TH w3 BAT AEMT I nime S99l &I A
JT et waHE fAw urdet df 3ARIT sadEr ATfag
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